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The Pursuit of Happyness
[bookmark: _GoBack]Observation: From the film, we see Chris Gardner working in the position of a Medical Device salesperson, and despite that, he is seen struggling to keep both ends meet.  He continually looks for ways to sort out his financial challenges. Mr. Gardener thinks of taking a try to switch his career. When a vacancy shows up for an unpaid internship, which would run for six months, he jumps into the opportunity in a stock-broker company that needed not more than twenty interns and where the firm would later hire only one among them. Back in his mind, and unlike most people, Chris understood vividly well that for one to succeed in solving life's most difficult challenges, he would need a longer time which is witnessed in a statement he makes during an interview (Yulianto, 2013).
At one time during the interview process, one of the panelists is keen to notice Chris's determination and even says, "Chris has been waiting outside our office…in front of the building…with some 40-pound gizmo for over a month". These words from one panelist light him up. During the interview, his honesty can be seen from one other statement he makes, "Can I say something? I'm the type of person……if you ask me a question, and I don't know the answer……I'm going to tell you that I don't know. But I bet you what. I know how to find the answer, and I will find the answer. Is that fair enough?" Such remarks win the hearts of the panelist, and they offer him the intern job (Yulianto, 2013).
As we continue with the movie, we can see the life challenges Mr. Gardener would come to face. Chris opted for an unpaid internship in an entirely new field of Stockbroking. A very unaccustomed path to him and where obstacles exceeded his real knowledge and skills. And to make it worse, he would now go for another six months without a salary, no salary adding more salt to his already miserable life full of debts (Yulianto, 2013). However, he was not ready to give up yet, and instead, put himself to learn the new skills and expertise as his new job now demanded. Therefore, storytelling/narrative is one significant quality that plays a major role in this movie. 
Fact: https://filmanalysis.yale.edu/cinematography/. The real storytelling art is about writing active characters engaging the audience and make them care about the happenings in a movie (Barsam, 2018). The Pursuit of Happyness is a movie based on Chris Gardner’s real life story when he was struggling to keeping his family out of debt in such a struggling time during the 1980s. The real life narrative during such times in the US forms the significance of the movie given that the country was experiencing a severe recession.
Idea: There is an unconventional narrative/storytelling in this movie given how Chris- the first person narrator- defines his life by dividing the story into five chapters, including riding the bus, being stupid, running, internship, & happiness (Yulianto, 2013).  The beginning four chapters of Chris’s life have been set in a chronological motion to portray the pursuit point when he undergoes through relentless struggling to obtain a speck of happiness. The struggles have been presented in the movie as a series of problems and challenges engulfing him at that point of his life. Chris’s life remains a laden with numerous problems like challenges when he is selling the scanners, being abandoned by his wife Linda in sheer despair, when he receives parking tickets, when he loses his scanner, when he is unable to pay taxes, when he becomes bankrupt, becomes homeless, and joins an unpaid training with an unpromising future (Yulianto, 2013). The final chapter of his life provides the part of happiness when Chris finally gets a job offer at Dean Witter as a stock broker, whereby he advances to building his own organization that ends up earning him millions of dollars. Therefore, Chris uses storytelling as a powerful tool to influence, teach, and inspire the audience (Barsam, 2018).
Thesis: The opening scene provides a glance of the expression “Pursuit of Happiness” as Thomas Jefferson mentioned it in the Independence Declaration that all Americans are subject to the equal rights of “Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness” (Hamilton, 2008). Therefore, Chris Gardner is seen to reflect what the phrase “the Pursuit of Happiness” meant as mentioned during the Independence Declaration that all men have been equally created by God and the rights of “Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness” are among the significant rights that have been blessed upon them by God, who is their Creator. It’s up to this point whereby Chris realized that happiness is evasive, and it might also skip his grip despite the fact that he pursued it with an unyielding zeal (Yulianto, 2013).
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